.  'V, 


/v’.  jy.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania, 
Free  and  Accepted  Alasons. 


in  Mpmopiam. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION  HELD  AT  THE  MASONIC  TEMPLE, 
PHILADELPHIA,  JUNE  3,  A.  D.  1875,  A.  L.  5875. 


I 


\ 


1^ 


\ 


\ 

V 


V  • 


/ 

\ 


/ 


1 


■1 


; 


"i* 


\ 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


IN  REFERENCE  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  P.  G.  M.  BROTHER 


JAMES  PAGE. 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION  HELD  AT  THE  MASONIC  TEMPLE, 


PHILADELPHIA,  JUNE  3,  A.  D.  1875,  A.  L.  5875. 


FROM  THE  PRINTING  HOUSE  OF 


A.  C.  Bryson  &  Co., 

607  CHESTNUT  STREET,  PHILADELPHIA. 


(Irenb  jCiobgp  of  ppansgltianiB. 


At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania ^ 
held  on  Wednesday,  June  3d,  A.  D.  1875,  A.  L.  5875, 
the  following  address  commemorative  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Brother 

JAMES  PAGE, 

was  made  by  Past  Grand  Master,  Brother  Samuel  C. 
Perkins,  and,  with  the  resolutions  attached  thereto, 
was  unanimously  approved  and  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge : 


t 
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ADDRESS. 


El 


Eight  Worshipful  Grained  Master  and 

Brethren  of  Grand  Lodge  : 

“’Tis  Nature’s  command  and  man’s  duty  to  mourn,” 

And  we  have  been  called  upon  in  the  Masonic  Fra¬ 
ternity  of  Pennsylvania  to  heed  this  command  and  to 
discharge  this  duty,  with  swift  and  oft-recurring  em- 
j)hasis  during  the  past  year.  Within  the  short  space  of 
a  twelve-month,  death  has  taken  from  us  no  less  than 
four  Past  Grand  Masters  who  at  varying  intervals  have 
presided  over  the  counsels  and  guided  the  administra¬ 
tions  of  the  affairs  of  this  extensive  and  important 
jurisdiction.  We  shall  see  them  no  more  among  us. 
Their  records  are  complete;  their  labors  and  responsi¬ 
bilities  in  the  earthly  Lodge  are  ended ;  they  have  stood 
face  to  face  with  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the 
Universe,  and  have  rendered  an  account  of  their  stew- 
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ardships.  J ust  one  year  ago,  at  the  Quarterly  Commu¬ 
nication  of  Grand  Lodge  in  June,  1874,  a  most 
eloquent  and  finished  tribute  was  paid  by  Past  Grand 
Master  James  Page  to  the  memory  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  my  own  revered  and 
honored  father,  who  died  May  22d,  1874:  in  November 
last  Past  Grand  Master  John  Meredith  Lead  was 
taken  from  us,  and  owing  to  the  inability  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Page,  through  sickness,  to  give  the  matter  his 
attention,  the  sad  duty  and  honor  was  assigned,  Eight 
Worshipful  Sir,  through  your  courtesy  to  myself,  of 
presenting  to  Grand  Lodge  the  ^Gn  Memoriam,”  which 
it  has  been  the  time-honored  custom  to  spread  upon  our 
minutes  when  those  who  have  filled  the  highest  office 
in  the  gift  of  the  Craft,  have  been  removed  from  the 
midst  of  us  by  death:  on  the  6th  of  April  last  Past 
Grand  Master  Page  himself  was  numbered  among  the 
dead:  and  again  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month  the 
shaft  of  the  unerring  archer  sped  on  its  way  and  Past 
Grand  Master  Lucius  H.  Scott  could  no  longer  be 
counted  upon  the  roll  of  living  Past  Grand  Masters  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Can  you.  Eight  Worshipful  Sir,  and  my  Brethren  of 
Grand  Lodge,  be  surprised,  if  in  view  of  this  simple 
recital  of  death’s  ravages  among  the  eminent  and 
honored  of  the  Craft,  and  the  peculiar  relations  personal 
to  myself,  in  the  course  of  the  sorrowful  record,  that  it 
was  with  feelings  of  unwonted  solemnity  and  impres- 
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siveness  that  I  received  the  request  to  prepare  a  minute 
to  be  read  before  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Quarterly  Com¬ 
munication,  referring  to  the  decease  of  Past  Grand 
Master  James  Page,  and  that  I  have  undertaken  the 
duty?  How  often  has  he  himself,  with  sincerity  of 
heart,  and  singular  beauty  and  clearness  of  diction 
marked  with  a  charm  of  simplicity  and  directness, 
rendered  the  same  sad  office  for  others,  his  predecessors 
and  —  not  a  few — his  successors  in  the  Oriental  Chair. 
The  very  last  occasion  of  his  attendance  at  Grand 
Lodge  was  in  June  last  year,  when  he  pronounced  the 
tribute  already  referred  to,  expressive  of  the  sentiments 
of  Grand  Lodge  in  view  of  the  death  of  my  own  father; 
and  for  which  I  cannot  but  ever  cherish  his  memory  in 
specially  grateful  recollection,  more  particularly  as  I 
recall  the  generous  mention  with  which  he  was  kind 
enough  to  refer,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  my 
own  connection  with  Grand  Lodge. 

This  was  the  tenth  ‘Hn  Memoriam’’  upon  our  records, 
as  an  evidence  of  our  departed  Brother  Page’s  deep 
and  sincere  appreciation  of  the  importance  and  wide- 
extending  influence  of  our  beloved  and  Ancient  Fra¬ 
ternity,  and  of  the  labors  and  services  of  those  whom 
their  brethren  had  delighted  to  honor  by  placing  them 
in  the  East.  And  just  here  seems  the  appropriate 
place  to  record  in  order  of  time  the  list  of  these  tributes 
to  the  departed:  they  are  as  follows: — 
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April  13,  1858,  G.  M.  James  K.  Mitchell,  M.D., 
March  2, 1863,  P.G.M.  Anthony  Bourmonville,  M.D., 
March  6, 1865,  Past  Grand  Master  George  M.  Dallas, 
June  5,  ‘‘  ‘‘  .  William  Whitney, 

‘‘  4,  1866  ''  Samuel  Badger, 

Dec.  17,  “  JosiAH  Randall, 

Sept.  4,  1867,  Grand  Master  John  L.  Goddard, 

June  7,  1871,  Past  Grand  Master  William  Barger, 
Dec.  3,  1873,  James  Hutchinson, 

June  3,  1874,  “  Samuel  H.  Perkins. 

And  now,  what  pen  shall  do  justice  to  his  own  record 
of  long  and  faithful  attachment  to  the  Craft  —  earnest, 
devoted  and  self-sacrificing  labors  for  its  advancement 
and  best  interests — his  deep-rooted  and  intelligent  ap¬ 
preciation  of  its  value  and  importance  as  an  agency 
for  the  lifting  up  of  humanity — his  private  character 
of  high  integrity  and  moral  worth — his  public  life  and 
services? 

I  would  that  the  duty  thus  assigned  me  could  be  aj)- 
proached  with  some  confidence  that  full  meed  and 
tribute  might  be  rendered  to  his  true  worth  as  a  man 
and  a  Mason.  Sure  am  I,  Right  Worshipful  Sir  and 
Brethren,  that  whatever  I  may  say,  comes  from  the  sin¬ 
cerity  of  a  deep  feeling  of  esteem,  and  with  an  unfeigned 
grief  at  his  loss;  for  though  much  his  junior  in  years 
and  in  Grand  Lodge,  so  that  necessarily  much  that  may 
be  said  must  be  from  traditional  and  liistorical  report ; 
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yet  it  was  my  privilege  to  meet  him  in  some  degree 
professionally,  socially,  politically  and  masonically  — 
sometimes  in  accord,  sometimes  in  difference;  yet  find¬ 
ing  him  always  kindly  and  withoitt  any  asperity,  recog¬ 
nizing  in  him  a  firm  and  valued  friend  and  colleague, 
an  honorable  opponent  —  sincere,  true  and  upright,  and 
with  great  force  and  resolution  of  character;  and  my¬ 
self  deeply  grateful  to  him  for  many  evidences  of  kind¬ 
ness,  regard  and  generous  consideration. 


James  Page  was  born  in  the  Cily  of  Philadelphia, 
March  8th,  1795;  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  there¬ 
fore,  had  filled  the  full  measure  of  fourscore  years.  He 
was  the  son  of  Stephex  and  MaPvY  Page,  and  in 
all  the  honors  and  prominence  to  which  he  attained 
in  after  life,  he  never  forgot  the  resjoect  due  from  a  son, 
nor  ignored  the  claims  of  affection  towards  those  to 
whom  he  owed  his  being.  AVith  the  exception  of  a 
few  of  his  earlier  years,  passed  upon  a  farm  in  the 
neighboring  County  of  Bucks,  his  residence  during  his 
whole  life  was  in  the  city  of  his  birth.  His  opportu¬ 
nities  for  education  were  limited.  On  his  return  to  the 
city  after  a  brief  period  of  experience  of  a  farmer’s 
life,  he  entered  the  office  of  PetePv  A.  Bkowne,  Esq., 
as  an  office-boy.  His  apprenticeship  in  agriculture 
doubtless  proved  of  essential  benefit  in  establishing  and 
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strengthening  his  physical  qualities,  and  giving  to  his 
outward  frame  that  stamina  and  force  of  endurance, 
which  through  all  his  after  life  enabled  him  to  undergo 
fatigue  and  patient  toil  without  burden,  and  with  a 
cheerful,  persistent,  energized  continuance  in  well¬ 
doing,  without  distress  or  unwonted  strain  of  mind  or 
body. 

How  few  can  recall,  even  through  the  medium  of 
tradition,  the  commanding  position  at  the  bar  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  of  Peter  A.  Browne,  whom  also  we  can  claim 
as  a  brother,  though  his  connection  with  the  Fraternity 
was  but  of  few  years  duration.  Brother  Browne  was 
the  contemporary  and  the  peer  of  such  distinguished 
men  as  Past  Grand  Master  Bayse  Newcomb,  Tilgh- 
MAN,  Judges  Burnside  and  Sergeant,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  Bradford,  Past  Grand  Masters  Gibson, 
Milnor,’  Badger,  Band  all,  Kittera  and  Dallas, 
and  James  M.  Porter. 

It  was  in  the  office  of  such  a  man  that  Brother  Page 
first  really  entered  on  the  serious  business  of  life.  Who 
shall  say  that  Freemasonry  had  naught  to  do  with 
the  promptings  which  led  the  employer  to  look  with 
favoring  eye  upon  the  dawning  capabilities  of  his 
humble  and  faithful  servant,  and  to  encourage  him 
in  his  efforts  towards  higher  attainments?  Brother  Page 
was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  when  he  entered  the  office 
of  this  eminent  practitioner,  and  through  all  his  service 
as  office-boy,  and  subsequently  in  the  regular  apprentice- 
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ship  of  a  duly  registered  aspirant  for  admission  to  the 
bar,  under  the  careful  supervision  of  an  intelligent  and 
sympathizing  preceptor,  he  was  trained  in  those  habits 
of  accuracy,  method  and  integrity  which  marked  his 
after  professional  career.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
March  16th,  1816,  and  soon  displayed  abilities  which 
conducted  him  in  the  successful  paths  of  his  profession ; 
a  profession  which  he  adorned  by  his  industry,  —  his 
careful  attention  to  the  interests  of  his  clients, — his 
uprightness  —  his  judicious  counsel, — his  earnestness, 
and  his  power  as  an  advocate.  Had  not  public  office 
in  after  years  absorbed  much  of  his  time  and  atten¬ 
tion,  doubtless  he  would  justly  have  ranked  as  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  bar. 

In  1827  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  this  city,  and  was  chosen  by  his  fellow- 
members  as  their  President.  From  April,  1833,  till 
1841,  he  was  Postmaster  of  this  city.  In  1841,  he 
was  elected  Treasurer  of  Philadelphia  County,  and 
held  that  office  till  1846,  when  he  was  ajDpointed 
Collector  of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia,  and  continued  to 
serve  till  the  incoming  of  a  new  administration,  in  1849, 
led  to  his  removal.  At  different  times,  also  he  held 
the  offices  of  Inspector  of  the  County  Prison,  and  of 
Solicitor  for  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  County 
Commissioners.  In  1845  he  was  the  Candidate  for 
Mayor  of  the  old  city  proper  upon  the  ticket  of  the 
Democratic  party,  with  which  his  political  views 
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throughout  all  his  long  life  were  in  sympathy  and 

accord.  In  1865  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Select 
Council,  and  served  three  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
Commissioners  named  in  the  Ordinance  of  December 
loth,  1868,  for  the  erection  of  New  Public  Build¬ 
ings  in  Independence  Square.  He  was  firm  in  his 
political  convictions,  but  ever  courteous  and  fair  to  his 
opponents.  His  party  regarded  and  trusted  him  as  a 
strong  and  reliable  adviser  and -counted  him  among  its 
leaders. 

In  all  the  positions  of  public  trust  which  he  filled, 
he  was  distinguished  for  his  firm  and  decided  indepen¬ 
dence  of  judgment  and  action,  with  a  singleness  of  pur¬ 
pose  for  the  faithful  administration  of  the  interests 
committed  to  his  charge, — for  his  stern  integrity, — for 
his  earnest  efforts  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and 
system,  and  a  rigid  accountability  of  all  subordinates 
for  the  prompt  and  thorough  discharge  of  their  duties, 
—  and  for  a  conscientious  adherence  to  what  in  his 
best  and  most  sincere  and  thoughtful  judgment  would 
conduce  to  the  public  weal  and  advantage.  He  took  a 
deep  interest  and  was  largely  concerned  in  the  prelim¬ 
inary  measures  which  led  to  the  calling  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  which  formed  the  new  Constitution  of  the  State  in 
1873. 

Brother  Page  in  his  interest  in  matters  which  concern 
the  welfare  of  the  community  did  not  confine  himself 
merely  to  those  of  a  political  character.  He  early 
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identified  himself  with  military  and  various  civic  and 
social  organizations,  in  the  conduct  of  whose  affairs  he 
took  an  active  and  useful  part  and  displayed  to  the  last 
day  of  his  life  a  deep  interest. 

Such,  ’Right  Worshipful  Sir  and  Brethren,  is  a  rapid 
I  outline  of  the  j)rominent  points  in  the  career  of  our 
departed  brother  aside  from  his  connection  with  our 
own  Fraternity.  But  who  can  duly  express  in  Avords 
the  personal  charm  of  his  presence, — his  confidence- 
inspiring  bearing,  in  all  questions  aaF ether  of  physical, 
or  moral,  or  mental  courage, — his  sincerity  of  purpose 
and  action, — his  open-heartedness,  —  his  genial  flow  of 
spirits, — the  Avarm  and  sympathic  glow  of  his  feelings, 
— all  those  qualiiies  Avhich  by  a  subtle  and  oft-times 
unexplainable  and  seemingly  mysterious  influence,  bind 
to  one  man  of  rare  virtue  and  abilities  as  Avitli  the 
attraction  of  magnetism,  the  respect,  the  esteem,  and 
sometimes  the  almost  blind  devotion  and  support  of  his 
felloAV-men.  There  Avere  feAV  in  Philadeljdiia  to  Avlioni 
the  name  of  Colonel  Page  AA^as  not  familiar  as  an 
household  w^ord;  yet  not  one  in  ten  thousand  could 
have  told  if  asked,  AAdiy  he  Avas  called  “Colonel.” 
There  Avas  in  truth  but  little  of  a  strict  military  idea  in 
the  appellation  as  applied  to  him  in  common  parlance. 
It  was  rather  as  a  term  expressive  of  personal  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  man,  as  to  one  in  AAdiom  there  Avas  an 
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undefinable  and  yet  acknowledged  right  of  property  in 
the  public. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  just  and  feeling  tributes 
that  has  been  rendered  to  the  professional  and  personal 
worth  of  Brother  Page,  and  expressed  in  brief  yet 
strong  terms  is  to  be  found  in  the  letter  of  Honorable 
M.  Bussell  Thayee,  communicating  his  regret  that 
judicial  duties  deprived  him  of  the  opportunity  of 
attending  the  meeting  of  the  bar  held  to  testify  respect 
to  the  memory  of  our  departed  brother. 

Says  Judge  Thayer,  ‘‘My  acquaintance,  professional 
and  personal  with  Colonel  Page  extended  through  a 
period  of  more  than  thirty  years.  During  the  whole 
of  that  time  for  the  gi’eater  part  of  which  he  was  in  full 
practice  at  the  bar,  I  never  heard  any — the  slightest  — 
imputation  upon  his  personal  or  professional  character. 
On  the  contrary  he  maintained  through  the  whole  of 
that  period  a  reputation  signally  blameless  and  honor¬ 
able.  He  was  also  a  man  of  the  most  benevolent 
feeling  and  the  kindest  heart,  and  with  manners  which 
belonged  to  the  old  school  of  gentlemen,  and  were  most 
attractive  and  winning  in  their  character. 

“He  was  also,  as  we  all  know,  a  man  of  great  public 
spirit  and  full  of  patriotism  and  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  It  is  due  to  his  profession  and  to 
the  public  that  a  man  who  has  lived  a  life  so  long,  so 
honorable,  and  so  useful  as  Colonel  Page  should  not  be 
borne  to  his  last  resting  place  without  some  fitting 
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testimonial  on  the  part  of  his  brethren  to  so  much 
moral  excellence  and  worth.” 

And  his  brethren  of  the  bar  at  the  same  meeting 
which  was  presided  over  by  Hon.  John  Cadwaladee, 
Judge  of  the  United  States  District  Court,  in  their 
remarks  and  resolutions  bore  sincere,  unqualified  and 
unaffected  testimony  to  his  many  virtues  and  excel¬ 
lencies. 

His  funeral,  at  his  own  request,  was  private  and  with¬ 
out  ceremony.  Had  thier  feelings  been  allowed  ex¬ 
pression,  his  Masonic  brethren  would  have  testified 

their  respect  and  esteem  by  an  unusually  large  attend- 

* 

ance.  But  he  rests  in  peace  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery, 
where  his  remains  were  quietly  committed  to  the  earth 
with  the  impressive  ritual  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  he  had  been  an  attendant,  and  for  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life  an  earnest  and  consistent  member. 

To  pass  now.  Bight  Worshipful  Sir  and  Brethren  of 
Grand  Lodge,  to  the  Masonic  career  of  our  lamented 
Bight  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master,  how  can  his 
services  and  devotion  to  the  Craft  be  adequately  de¬ 
lineated  and  commemorated!  To  the  Grand  Lodge 
how  grateful  is  the  recollection  of  his  constant  attend¬ 
ance, — his  untiring  and  devoted  labors, — his  strict 
adherence  to  the  ancient  landmarks,  —  his  wise  and 
judicious  counsels, — his  clear-minded  discussion  of 
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questions  of  interest  and  importance,- — his  earnest  and 
skillful  advocacy  of  such  measures  as  commended  them¬ 
selves  to  his  judgment, — his  thorough  knowledge  of 
Masonic  Jurisprudence, — his  faithful  discharge  of  duty 
and  administration  of  important  and  responsible  trusts 
and  offices, — his  zealous  regard  for  and  watch  over  the 
interests  of  Grand  Lodge, — his  sincere  and  unselfish 
gratification  at  the  success  of  every  measure  tending  to 
her  advancement  and  prosperity, — his  careful  guar¬ 
dianship  of  all  that  involved  her  dignity  and  high 
position.  Thoroughly  imbued  with  the  teachings  and 
principles  of  the  Craft,  his  discerning  and  appre¬ 
ciative  intelligence  rose  to  the  highest  conceptions  of  all 
that  was  involved  in  the  ritual,  the  esoteric  mysteries, 
the  sublime  truths,  the  deep  foundations, — the  subtle 
and  powerful  influences,  —  the  outward  as  well  as  the 
internal  organization  and  government  of  the  Fraternity. 
It  may  safely  be  said  of  him  that  no  ‘^mercenary  or 
other  unworthy  motive”  ever  actuated  him  during  his 
whole  Masonic  career,  from  the  very  first  impulse  which 
led  him  to  seek  admission  to  the  Lodge,  throughout  the 
long  course  of  his  connection  with  Freemasonry  in  all 
the  varied  relations  which  he  held,  down  to  the  very 
day  of  his  death. 

He  was  initiated  in  the  Lising  Star  Lodge,  No.  126, 
in  this  city,  December  24th,  1822,  being  then  in  the 
twenty-eighth  year  of  his  age;  crafted,  January  28th, 
1823 ;  and  raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  a  Master 
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Mason,  February,  1823.  It  was  not  long  before  bis 
aptitude  as  a  workman,  and  the  sterling  qualities  of 
bis  character  won  for  him  the  good  opinion  of  bis 
brethren;  and  in  December  of  the  same  year  be  was 
elected  Junior  Warden,  and  in  March,  1824,  Senior 
Warden,  at  an  election  held  under  dispensation  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  resignation  of  bis  predecessor.  At  the 
regular  election,  November,  1824,  be  was  elected 
Worshipful  Master  and  re-elected  December,  1826. 
In  February,  1830,  the  Worshipful  Master  having 
resigned,  Bro.  Page  was  again  elected  to  the  Oriental 
Chair,  and  was  continued  in  office  by  successive  re- 
elections,  in  1830  and  1831,  till  the  close  of  1832.  He 
remained  firm  and  unshaken  in  his  attachment  to  the 
Lodge  till,  in  1833,  it  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the  stress 
of  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement  and  surrendered  its 
Warrant. 

November  16th,  1841,  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  3,  and  from  January  18th,  1843,  till  Janu¬ 
ary  28th,  1848,  served  as  Trustee.  At  a  special  meet¬ 
ing  of  this  Lodge,  held  January  21st,  1845,  he  read  by 
appointment  a  notice  ‘Hn  Memoriam”  of  Bro.  Axdeew 
Jackson,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Tennessee,  Ex-Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  whose  personal  confidence 
and  esteem  he  had  enjoyed. 

In  1848  Lodge  No.  126  was  revived,  and  Brother 
Page  resigned  his  membership  in  No.  3,  May  16th, 
1848,  and  was  elected  May  23d  a  member  of  his  former 
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Lodge;  and  in  December  of  the  same  year  was  elected 
Worshipful  Master,  making  the  sixth  time  he  had  been 
chosen  to  that  office. 

Soon  after  his  admission  to  membership  in  Lodge 
No.  3,  Brother  Page  began  to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  affairs  of  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  December,  1842, 
was  elected  from  the  floor  to  the  Chair  in  the  West, 
without  having  served  as  Junior  Grand  Warden.  In 
December,  1843,  he  was  elected  Bight  Worshipful 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  was  re-elected  December,  1844 ; 
and  in  December,  1845,  upon  the  retirement  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Brother  William  Barger,  was  called 
to  the  Chair  in  the  Grand  East.  In  his  inaugural 
address  he  said: 

“Permit  me  to  repeat  the  acknowledgments  of  my 
deep  indebtedness  to  you  for  past  and  continued  confi¬ 
dence.  When  by  your  voluntary  action,  unaccom¬ 
panied  by  any  solicitation  of  my  own,  you  raised  me 
from  the  floor  to  the  station  of  your  Senior  Grand 
Warden,  I  felt  that  a  distinction  had  been  conferred 
upon  me  of  which  I  might  well  be  proud.” 

In  his  Masonic  and  no  less  in  his  public  career  Bro. 
Page  was  not  a  seeker  after  honors  and  office.  The 
honors  and  the  office  sought  the  man. 

In  December,  1846,  he  was  again  elected  Grand 
Master,  but  declined  a  re-election  in  1847. 

During  his  administration  as  Grand  Master  Brother 
Page  revised  the  system  of  District  Deputy  Grand 
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Masters,  and  established  it  on  its  present  basis  of  not 
less  than  five  Lodges  to  constitute  a  district.  And 
it  was  durino'  bis  administration  that  the  Old  Masonic 
Hall  on  Chestnut  Street,  the  immediate  predecessor  of 
the  building  that  we  have  but  recently  vacated  was  im- 
j:) roved  by  the  erection  of  four  stores  in  front  of  tlie 
main  building. 

That  Brother  Page  was  a  true  and  moral  Mason  the 
following  extract  from  a  letter  to  a  Deputy  District 
Grand  Master  is  a  proof : 

The  Order  is  one  of  forbearance,  not  jiroscription ; 
our  duty  is  rather  to  keep  up  than  pull  down  a  brother. 
Charity  should  be  our  preceptor,  teaching  us  humility 
and  a  conciliating  spirit  of  kindness:  we  sliould  abstain 
for  a  long  time  before  proceeding  to  extremes,  only  try¬ 
ing  these  when  the  voice  of  persuasion  and  the  plead¬ 
ings  of  brotherly  love  fail  and  all  hope  of  reclamation 
is  at  an  end:  even  then  the  backsliding  brother  should 
have  a  fair,  and  full,  and  impartial  trial,  all  harsliness 
should  be  avoided  and  if  he  is  to  be  cut  off,  let  it  be 
done  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger.  Masonry  is  prac¬ 
tical  charity,  without  which  she  is  nothing.” 

Brother  Page  was  a  working  member  of  Grand 
Lodge,  and  to  him  was  entrusted  the  Chairmanship 
of  many  of  the  Special  Committees  involving  Masonic 
J  urisprudence. 
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He  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  in 
December  1847,  was  its  Chairman  in  1849,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  serve  as  such  up  to  December,  1854.  ‘ 

He  was  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  Landmarks 
in  December  1853,  and  served  until  December  1857, 
when  the  new  Ahiman  Bezon  having  created  a  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Appeals,  he  was  appointed  Chairman  thereof, 

in  which  office  he  was  continued  until  his  decease. 

/ 

Grand  Lodge  owes  him  deep  gratitude  for  his  services 
in  this  connection  in  moulding  the  Jurisprudence  to 
uniformity  and  system.  Brother  Page  took  great  in¬ 
terest  in  the  erection  of  the  New  Masonic  Hall  on 
Chestnut  Street,  which  was  completed  in  1856.  He 
first  advocated  the  sale  of  the  two  properties  on  Chest¬ 
nut  and  on  Third  Street,  owned  by  Grand  Lodge,  and 
the  erection  of  a  Hall  on  some  less  expensive  site ;  but 
he  gave  way  to  the  wishes  expressed  by  Grand  Lodge 
and  entered  with  his  whole  soul  into  the  project  of 
erecting  a  hall  on  the  Chestnut  Street  site.  He  was 
made  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee  and  ren¬ 
dered  faithful  and  efficient  service  until  the  Hall  was 
finished  and  dedicated. 

When  Grand  Lodge  in  1868,  commenced  its  present 
magnificent  Temple  a  Board  of  Trustees  was  created 
for  receiving  and  disbursing  the  funds  required,  and 
also  for  the  creation  and  promotion  of  a  Sinking  Fund; 
and  Brother  Page  was  selected  as  Chairman  of  this 
important  trust,  which  j)osition  he  filled  to  the  entire 
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satisfaction  of  Grand  Lodge  during  the  whole  course  of 
the  enterprise.  And  when  the  Temple  had  been  com¬ 
pleted,  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  following  its 
dedication,  Brother  Page  in  presenting  the  final  report 
of  the  Trustees  says : 

^^It  will  be  observed  that  the  duties  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Building  Fund  are  at  an  end.  A  large  amount 
($1,665,703.22)  has  passed  through  their  hands;  on 
which  the  expenses  of  the  trust  amounted  to  the  very 
small  sum  of  $170.79.  As  such  Trustees  they  have 
nothing  more  to  do,  and  ask  to  be  discharged,  and  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  create  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund.” 

Grand  Lodge  by  a  unanimous  vote  adopted  this  sug¬ 
gestion,  and  with  eminent  fitness  Brother  Page  was 
appointe*d  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners,  and  pre¬ 
sided  over  this  important  trust  with  all  his  wonted  care 
and  fidelity  down  to  the  close  of  his  life.  His  own 
hand,  then  feeble  through  illness,  signed  the  very  latest 
report  of  the  Fund  submitted  to  Grand  Lodge  in  March 
last,  though  he  was  himself  unable  to  be  present. 

Beyond  the  three  degrees  of  Blue  Masonry,  Brother 
Page  took  little  active  part.  He  was  made  a  Mark 
Master  in  Columbia  Mark  Lodge,  No.  91,  in  January, 
1826;  and  February  8th  of  the  same  year  received  Most 
Excellent  Master  and  exalted  to  the  Supreme  Degree  of 
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the  Holy  Eoyal  Arch  in  Jerusalem  Chapter,  No.  3, 
of  which  Companion  Michael  Nisbet,  the  father  of 
our  present  Eight  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
was  at  the  time  Most  Excellent  High  Priest. 

Beyond  the  Eoyal  Arch,  Brother  Page  never  ad¬ 
vanced,  his  labors  and  duties  in  connection  with  Blue 
Masonry  affording  him  scope  for  the  useful  and  effi¬ 
cient  occupation  of  his  best  talents  and  the  fullest 
measure  of  his  time  and  attention. 

We  honored,  and  loved,  and  respected,  and  esteemed 
him  while  living ;  his  memory,  now  that  he  is  dead, 
we  shall  ever  cherish,  and  point  to  his  record  as  a 
bright  example  with  a  light  of  clear  and  steady  shining 
to  ourselves,  and  all  who  may  come  after  us  to  remotest 
generations. 

I  submit  the  following  Eesolutions: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  Grand 
Lodge  receives  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  Eight 
Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  James  Page,  whose 
long  and  faithful  attachment  to  the  Craft  for  fifty- 
three  years,  ended  only  with  his  life. 

Resolved,  That  Grand  Lodge  in  the  death  of  Brother 
Page,  is  called  to  mourn  a  man  of  uprightness  and  in¬ 
tegrity,  of  great  moral  worth,  a  useful  citizen,  and  a 
Mason  whose  firm  affections  for  the  Fraternity, — stead¬ 
fast  adherence  to  its  teachings  and  principles, — strict 
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observance  of  its  Landmarks, — great  acquirements  in 
its  Jurisprudence, — untiring  and  valuable  labors  for  its 
advancement  and  prosperity, — and  the  dignity  and 
ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he  filled  the  high  offices 
and  discharged  the  important  trusts  committed  to  his 
charge,  deserve  the  most  honorable  mention,  and  a 
lasting  record. 

Resolved,  That  his  memory  will  ever  be  cherished  as 
presenting  a  bright  example  for  the  guidance  and  in¬ 
struction  of  his  surviving  brethren. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  his  memory 
the  furniture  and  jewels  of  Grand  Lodge  be  draped  in 
mourning  for  six  months. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  printed  and  a 
copy  sent  to  the  family  of  Brother  Page,  to  the  several 
Grand  Lodges  with  which  this  Grand  Lodge  is  in  cor¬ 
respondence,  and  to  each  Subordinate  Lodge  in  this 
Jurisdiction. 


I 


